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BECAUSE WE ALL NEED ROOTS

MAY THROUGH AUGUST: GLADNESS
SEPTEMBERTHROUGH DECEMBER: HOPE
\WEEK INWINTER: TRUTH
JANUARY THROUGH APRIL: VITALITY

A YEAR WITH LEON, PRESENTED BY THE VALANGA DI VITA COMPANY, INC.



THE CURRICULUM

GARDEN FOR GLADNESS

Put on your boots, and embark on a lifelong journey of love for the natural world with guide
and mentor Henry David Thoreau. This course examines the following topics as outlined by

Thoreau in his records of living at Walden Pond:

Finances, Place and Purpose, Reading, Sounds, Solitude, Visitors, the Village, the Beanfield,
The Ponds, Baker Farm, Higher Laws, Brute Neighbors, Housewarming, Former
Inhabitants, the Pond in Winter, Spring.

HUFF FOR HOPE

Climb the mount of doom, life and hope with beloved languages and literature professor and
fantasy author J.R.R. Tolkien. This course examines the following topics outlined by Tolkien
in his essay On Fairy Stories:

Origins, Children, Recovery, Escape, Consolation, Conclusion.

WHY I WENT TO THE WOODS THE SECRET OF FANGORN FOREST CHIA

BULLSHIT BREATH (A TRUE STORY)

Philosophy Professor Harry Frankfurt’s cult classic On Bullshit observes that our culture is
redolent of bullshit, in fact, we are up to our ears in bullshit, but but we lack a theory of
bullshit. Let’s get to work. The Dictionary, Max Black, Wittgenstein, Augustine, Ezra
Pound.

VAPE VITALITY

Thoreau wanted to dig deep and find the marrow of life. For that, we need to clean our

closets of excess consumerism with controversial but unforgettable Pier Paolo Pasolini.



